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Of 
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The Franklin Gem and Mineral  

Museum 

25 Phillips Street 

Franklin, NC 28734 

Phone: 828-369-7831 

 

In the Old Jail House 

FREE ADMISSION 

May 1 - October 31 

Monday Thru Saturday12 p.m. - 4 p.m. 

November 1 – April 30: 

Only Saturdays: 12 p.m. - 4 p.m. 

Open Year Round For Tours 

And Special Requests 

www.fgmm.org 
 

Society email:  

franklingemsociety@fastmail.fm 

 

 

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North 

Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the South-

east Federation of Mineralogical Societies. A sched-

ule of our monthly meetings is on the back cover of 

The Mountain Gem as well as on the Society’s web-

page. Meetings are held at the Macon County Com-

munity Facilities Building, Highway 441 South, 

Franklin, N.C.  Visitors are always welcome. 

 

 The objectives of this society shall be to effect a 

close association of those persons who are interested 

in the study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sci-

ences and arts related to them. We are a working 

organization that operates and maintains  

The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum.   

 

 The Society and Museum are self-supporting on 

a 100% volunteer basis. 

 

The FRANKLIN GEM  

AND MINERAL MUSEUM 

 is operated under the direction of the  

Board of Directors of   

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.  

 School tours are always available by contacting 

our Education Chairman, Diane Aiello. 

. 

 Membership in the Society is $15.00 per person 

with $10 each additional family member, and $3.00 

for junior (pebble pups).  

 Membership is from September to September. 

 Non‑member subscription to The Mountain Gem 

is $15.00 per year. Donations are tax deductible. 

 

 Articles written by members of our club may be 

borrowed provided credit is given to the author and 

The Mountain Gem. 

 

 



  

 

 

Southeast Federation 

Bulletin Awards 

1976, 77, 78, 79, 92, 94, 95 

1996-99 (1st) 

2003 2nd New Editor 

2004 (2nd), 2005 (2nd) 

2006 (1st), 2008 (2nd), 

2010(1st) 

American Federation (AFMS): www.amfed.org 

Southeast Federation (SFMS): www.amfed.org/sfms 

Franklin Gem Museum and Society: www.fgmm.org 

Email for the Society is: franklingemsociety@fastmail.fm 

American Federation 

Bulletin Awards 

1994 (7th), 1995 (2nd), 

1996 (2nd), 1997 (5th), 

1998 (5th), 1999 (3rd), 

2000 (5th), 2004 (7th), 

2005 (2nd) 2006 (10th) 

2008 (5th) 20010(3rd) 

2012-2013 Officers And  

Board Of Directors  
 

President    Lon Peden    371-8450 

Past President   Tom Morley   1-331-9512 

Vice President  Arlon Eldridge  369-5271 

Secretary    Ray Behr    349-0827 

Treasurer    Marie Tsacrios  369-5791 

Assistant Treasurer Dean Plesner   349-4224 

Director (2014)  Linda Smith   342-8288 

Director (2013)  Wally Smith  386-626-4082 

Director (2014)  Diane Aiello   371-2436 

Director (2013)  Al Pribble    369-2548 

** Voting members on the Board 

++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Museum Managers 
 

**Museum Manager  Al Pribble   369-2548 

Museum Ass’t. Mgr.   Tommy Marsh 369-8915 

**Curator     Fred Plesner  349-4224 

Curator Ass’t    Sharon John  369-0161 

**Gift Shop.    Elena Marsh  369-8915 

Ass’t. Gift Shop    Doris Smith 386-626-4082 

Museum Workshop   Al Pribble   369-2548 

Ass’t. Workshop Mgr. John Hayes   524-8062 

Calendar Chairman  Al Pribble   369-2548 

 

2012-2013 

Committee Chairmen 

 
Budget & Finance   Marie Tsacrios 369-5791 

        Dean Plesner  349-4224 

Constitution/By‑Laws  Linda Behr  349-0827 

Door Prizes     Arlon Eldridge 369-5271 

Education       Diane Aiello  371-2436 

Field Trips     Lon Peden   371-8450 

Gemboree      Jack Jungles  369-6664 

Gemboree Ass’t.    Fred Plesner  349-4224 

Historian      Sharon John  369-0161 

Librarian      Dean Plesner  349-4224 

Membership     Linda Behr  349-0827 

**Publications    Linda Behr  349-0827 

Publicity      Fred Plesner  349-4224 

Programs      Linda Smith  342-8288 

Refreshments     Dean Plesner  349-4224  

Scholarships    Jean Emerson        828-293-7784 

 

http://www.amfed.org
http://www.amfed.org/sfms
http://www.fgmm.org
mailto:franklingemsociety@fastmail.fm


  

 

General Meeting 
 

Date: April 23, 2013   

 

Day:  Thursday 

 

Time: 6:30 p.m. 

 

Place:   Macon County  

     Community Center    

   on 441South 

 

Program:  

Flintknapping 

 by  

guest speaker, 

Bill 
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Lon Peden, President 

 
  There is no president’s message this month. 

  

 

May Celebrations 

 
Birthdays 

 

 5 – Anamay  

   Rossomando 

 5 – Chick Snyder 

11 – Sande Lolli 

17 – Mary Anne Zoeckler 

18 – Belinda McGuire 

20 – Fred Rasmusson 

23 – Robbie Hayles 

29 – Quinton King 

31 – Jerry Kolle 

 

Anniversaries 

 

 3 – Ron & Anamay Rossomando 

13 – Ray & Linda  

     Behr 

16 – Fred & Frances 

    Rasmusson 

 Sharon John has stepped down as  

Secretary.  

 Ray Behr was elected Secretary at the 

March meeting. 

 We will need a historian, as well. 

Sharon was behind the scenes doing multi 

jobs. 

 She has decided to stay in Franklin and 

with the club but will be on a hiatus for 

awhile. 
 

2013 raffle items 



  

 

Apologies from your  

editor:  

 Tommy Marsh has  

been chosen by  

Al Pribble to be the Assistant 

Museum Manager, not John 

Hayes as published in last 

month’s inside page. 

 

Newsletter deadline is May 13th. 
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The March Board meeting minutes will be 

available at the April General Meeting. 

The transcript was too large  

for the newsletter. 

 If you want them emailed; the copy that I 

received is now on a PDF. 

Gift shop 

By Elena Marsh 

 The gift shop continues to see new displays, high-

lighting some of the gems and items that should draw 

the attention of our many visitors that spend time in 

our museum. Books available in the gift shop will also 

be featured in the rooms throughout the museum.   

 The Aquamarine necklace and earrings for this 

year’s raffle are now in the circular display case in the 

museum with a small note indicating what the stones 

are, where they were mined and also that they were cut 

and faceted by a club member.   Tickets for the raffle 

are $1 for one ticket, $5 for 6.  These tickets will be 

behind the counter in the gift shop, usually on top of 

the TV monitor along with the jar to put the tickets in.  

Please make sure each ticket has the name and phone 

number of the person buying it. Remember, it is not 

necessary to be present to win – drawing is October 

2013.   

 Trail Days which was held March 30 was a huge 

success for the museum and gift shop. Diane Aiello 

and I set up tables in front of the museum with items 

for sale. The event brought many people to our area, to 

tour and to purchase items. The museum was buzzing 

with visitors. Some of the through hikers from the Ap-

palachian Trail even stopped in to visit us. 

 I want to thank Al Pribble and John Hayes for do-

ing such a wonderful job in the back rooms of the mu-

seum.  They have helped me tremendously during the 

recent renovations with boxing up items, moving and 

getting my storage areas ready for use again.  I could 

not do it all myself and with the help of those two men 

and my husband, Tom, I can now ‘see the light at the 

end of the tunnel’ as May quickly approaches and we 

get ready to open the museum full time.  

 Thank you to all who have been recycling items in 

the museum and also at the meetings during refresh-

ment time.   If anyone has any extra silverware that 

they would like to donate to be used for refreshments, 

please bring them to the next meeting.   

 Remember that the museum will be open 6 days a 

week beginning May l.  We hope to have lots of vol-

unteers signing up for slots to keep the museum open 

each of those days.  

 Al Pribble and I will be having a short training of 

the museum and gift shop for hosts on Thursday, April 

18, at 6:30 p.m.  Please mark your calendars so you 

can attend. 

 

 

Elena Marsh 

 

 

  

Coming Events 

 

May 4-5, 2013: North Charleston, SC. Lowcountry 

Gem & Mineral Society Annual Jewelry, Gem, Min-

eral, and Fossil Show, “Art by Nature”. Charleston Area 

Convention Center; Exhibit Hall A.Hours: Sat. & Sun 10-

5. FREE admission and FREE parking; hourly door prizes, 

demonstrations, fossil dig, geode cracking. Contact Karen 

Havenstein of Charleston, SC at (843) 795-2956; e-mail: 

fossils@comcast.net; Web site: 

www.lowcountrygemandmineralsociety.org 

May 10-11-12, 2013: Marietta, GA Gem and Mineral 

Show, Auction THE GEORGIA MINERAL SOCIETY 

Fri: 10 AM to 7PM; Sat: 10AM-7PM; Sun: Noon-5PM 

The Cobb County Civic Center, 548 So. Marietta 

Parkway and Fairground St., Marietta, GA Exit I-75 at 

Exit #263 and turn west onto Marietta Pkwy/|SR 120 

Loop. Drive 2 miles and turn left onto S Fairground St. 

and then immediately right to the Cobb Civic Center's 

parking lot. Show contact: Tom Batcha, 678-407-4224  

Email: T.Batcha@comcast.net 

GMS Website: http://www.gamineral.org 

May 10-12 Franklin, NC 12th Annual Mother’s Day 

Gemboree; Macon County Community Bldg.; Friday-

Saturday 10a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; contact: 

email: facc@franklin-chamber.com, phone: toll free 1-

866-372-5546 or locally 828-524-3161. 

http://www.lowcountrygemandmineralsociety.org
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"I'd rather be a failure at something I enjoy 

than be a success at something I hate." 

George Burns 
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UNANSWERED PRAYER 

The preacher's 5 year-old daughter noticed that her father always 

paused and bowed his head for a moment before starting his 

sermon. One day, she asked him why. 

"Well, Honey," he began, proud that his daughter was so observant 

of his messages. "I'm asking the Lord to help me preach a good 

sermon.." 

"How come He doesn't answer it?" she asked      Via Internet 



  

 

Page 7  ___         The Mountain Gem           April 2013 

      Q: What is the most common remark made by 60+ year olds when they enter 

       antique stores? 

      A: 'I remember these!' 
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A farmer was milking his cow. He was just starting to get a good rhythm going when a bug flew 

into the barn and started circling his head. Suddenly, the bug flew into the cow’s ear. The farmer 

didn’t think much about it, until the bug squirted out into his bucket. It went in one ear and out the 

udder. 

Source:http://www.ncfbmagazine.org/2010/01/on-the-lighter-side-januaryfebruary-2010/print/ 

http://www.ncfbmagazine.org/2010/01/on-the-lighter-side-januaryfebruary-2010/print/
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Quotes: 

 

 “The fragrance always stays in the hand that gives the rose." 

-- Anonymous 

 

 "He who would govern others, first should be master of himself." 

-- Philip Massinger 
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Quirky Museum - World-Class Treasures" 

By Fred Plesner 
 

 There are those who would say that Franklin, North Carolina was an unlikely place to find a world class mu-

seum but the people of Franklin don't think so. The town of Franklin and Macon County have long billed them-

selves as the "Gem Capital" of the world. This is not because they have more gems but because they have more 

variety than any other similar location in the world. 

 The Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum has been called a quirky museum. As museums go, it probably is, 

since it started out as the Macon County Jail. It has all the charm and character that go with its humble origins. Its 

exterior is utilitarian and unattractive; its walls are thirty inches thick with every door and window protected by 

iron bars including the building annex where the jailer and his/her family lived. The building was last used as a 

jail in 1972. Besides the men, it once had a woman jailer. All of this makes it a very secure place to house some of 

"Mother Nature's" most beautiful treasures. 

 Most of the interior doors have been removed but the "jail" atmosphere lingers, particularly upstairs where the 

old holding cell known as "The Slammer" is retained intact. That unsettled feeling creeps back as one approaches 

the restrooms because they are also surrounded by iron bars. 

 The museum collection, though housed in the usual display cabinets, is a very comprehensive and well laid out 

collection that fills eight rooms and includes specimens from all 50 states and all seven continents, including  

Antarctica. Starting with the States Room there are specimens from every state, the Indian Artifacts Room with an 

outstanding collection of Native American Bowls, the North Carolina Room with an extensive state collection 

including a Macon County display which includes a two and a half pound (1 kg.) Ruby. The Fossil Room collec-

tion ranges from fossilized sponges and pine cones to a dinosaur (raptor) egg and the World Room and Interna-

tional Hall cover gems and minerals from all seven continents and outer space (meteorites). 

 Located in "The Slammer" is the museum's collection of glass and the materials to make it. Included in the dis-

play are items used in both the nuclear and space industries. And last but not least, the Museum's Fluorescent 

Room, containing dozens of mineral specimens which glow and fluoresce under ultraviolet lighting, has been de-

scribed as "world class." The word most often used by children to describe the experience is "COOL." 

 The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc., a founding member of the Southeastern Fed-

eration of Mineralogical Societies, Inc., opened the museum on May 25, 1974. The Society volunteers operate and 

maintain the Museum as a public service. There is no paid staff and the Society operates the Museum as means of 

interesting the public into their hobby and interests. The Society considers the mission of the Museum and the So-

ciety to be education. The Society has twice been honored as a recipient of the prestigious Governors Award for 

volunteerism for its outstanding public service. 

 An outstanding example of the Society is exemplified in Della Samuel, who has been honored by the Society 

with a Life Membership. Della who is now in her ninety's is still active as a volunteer at the Museum, demonstrat-

ing both faceting and cabochon cutting at public events at which the Society participates and as a teacher of lapi-

dary arts at William Holland School of Lapidary Arts. Two years ago while demonstrating at an event she was 

asked by a television commentator why she did it. Her response was that she felt an obligation to pass on to future 

generations what she knew of her craft. 

 The Museum is open to the public six days a week from May through October. Monday - Saturday from noon 

to 4 p.m.; November through March, it is open Saturdays from noon to 4 p.m. and is closed on the 4th of July. The 

Museum is open by appointment for group tours at other hours by arrangement with the Society's Education 

Chairman. The Museum is located at 25 Phillips Street in downtown Franklin behind Rankin Square.  

Call 828-369-7831 for more information or you may visit the Museum's website at www.fgmm.org. 

 The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, N.C. was established in 1972 and meets at the Macon County Com-

munity Building, U.S. 441 South. Meetings are usually held on the last Thursday of the month. The Society oper-

ates under a board of directors, it is a 501c3 charitable nonprofit, volunteer organization which sponsors educa-

tional scholarships for persons interested in the study of geology, earth sciences, lapidary arts and related fields of 

study. 

 The Society co-sponsors with the Franklin Chamber of Commerce the Macon County Gemboree in late July as 

well as the Fall Leaflookers Gemboree in late October. At these events, as well as at area schools, libraries, at the 

Museum itself and at other public venues the Society leads various lapidary arts demonstrations such as stone 

faceting, cabochon cutting, wire wrapping, beading and other forms of jewelry making. They also give tips on 

gem and mineral identification.    Cont’d 
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SPECIAL DONATION  

REQUEST – 
 

 If anyone has extra silverware at home that 

you don’t know what to do with (spoons and 

forks especially) please bring them to the next 

meeting.     

 I would like to begin using real utensils for 

refreshments – this will save the club in the 

long run because plastic utensils will not be 

needed as often.    

Any donations are appreciated!   Any questions, 

please call Elena at 369-8915.    Thanks! 

Quirky Museum - World-Class Treasures" 

Cont’d 

Anyone interested in becoming a member must be of 

good character, willing to further the Society's goals, 

complete a membership application and attend 2 

meetings and pay an annual membership fee. It is all 

pretty simple. You are given an application form at 

your first meeting, if you bring it back, well that's 

your second meeting. Membership introduces you to 

a new group of friends, entitles you to attend various 

field trips and to take lessons in various lapidary arts 

at the Museum. 

 

Fred Plesner 

 

828 - 349 - 4224 

  Dixie Mineral Council Field Trips 

      The Southeast Federation of Minera-

logical Societies, Inc 

       The Friendly Federation - Founded in 

1976 to serve. 

      DMC Program of the SFMS Field Trip  

 Committee Copyright © All rights reserved.   

 

An Official Field Trip of The Gem and Mineral Society of 

Lynchburg, VA. Inc. (HOST) 

An Official Field Trip of The Gem and Mineral Society of 

Franklin, NC  

 

9:00 AM EDT to 2:00 PM 

Saturday, May 25, 2013 

      Boxley Aggregates, Piney River Quarry (Amherst 

County) 

739 Warrick Barn Road, Arrington, VA. 

 

 The main rock mined here is called APLITE.  It is very 

hard, light-colored, and fine-grained and consists primarily 

of sodic plagioclase feldspar and quartz in the groundmass 

and, in some cases, orthoclase feldspar phenocrysts.  Like 

pegmatites, aplite dikes may represent a residual fraction on 

silica-rich magma after most on the magma has crystallized. 

CONTACT:  David Callahan, Field Trip Chairman. The 

Gem and Mineral Society of Lynchburg, VA. Inc.  

Web site www.LynchburgRockClub.org   Home Phone 540-

297-1853  Cell 540-874-5201 (the day of the trip please) 

Email dbcall1@aol.com 

(Condensed for publication.) 

 

New member Sande Lolli. 

Marsha Harmon received her 

cabochon class completion  

certificate from her instructor,  

John Hayes. 

https://www.fastmail.fm/html/?MLS=MR-**f442822u9726*;SMB-CF=442822;SMR-PT=;SMR-UM=f442822u9726;u=601441af;MSignal=MC-FN*U-1*dbcall1%40aol.com


  

 

THE MOUNTAIN GEM 
Linda Behr, Editor 

25 Phillips Street 

Franklin, NC 28734 

Editor’s Email:  

themountaingem@fastmail.fm 

  

General Meetings: 6:30 p.m. the last Thursday of the 

month West Large Meeting Room of the Macon County 

Community Facilities Building 

HWY 441 S 

 

Meeting changes will be posted in the monthly news-

letter. 
 

Board Meetings: 6:30 p.m. 

      At the Franklin Gem & Mineral Museum 

 

All Board Meetings are open to the members.  

      If you want to submit something before the Board, 

contact the President prior to meeting. 

 

 

Board and General Meetings for 2013 
 

MONTH BOARD GENERAL 

JANUARY 29 31 

FEBRUARY 26 28 

MARCH 26 28 

APRIL 23 25 

MAY 28 30 

JUNE 25 27 

JULY 16 18 

AUGUST 27 29 

SEPTEMBER 24 26 

OCTOBER 15 17 

NOVEMBER 19 21 

DECEMBER 1 pm-5 pm 

 Saturday 

14 End of  

Year   Party 

First Class Mail 


