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Official Bulletin

Of

The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin, North Carolina, Inc.

The Gem and Mineral Society of Franklin, North
Carolina, Inc. is a founding member of the South-

east Federation of Mineralogical Societies. A sched-

ule of our monthly meetings is on the back cover of
The Mountain Gemm s we | | as on

page. Meetings are held at the Macon County Com-

munity Facilities Building, Highway 441 South,
Franklin, N.C. Visitors are always welcome

The objectives of this society shall be to effect a

close association of those persons who are intereste\d
"

in the study of gems, rocks and minerals and the sci
ences and arts related to thevile are a working

organization that operates and maintains The Frank-

lin Gem and Mineral Museum.

The FRANKLIN GEM AND MINERAL
MUSEUM is under the direction of the Board of
Directors of The Gem and Mineral Society of

Franklin, NC, Inc.
The Society and Museum are sglipporting on a
100% volunteer basis.
The museum is open May 1 through October 31.
Monday through Saturday 12 p:m4 p.m.
November through April: Saturday 12 p.h4 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION.

Membership in the Society is $15.00 per person
with $10 each additional family member, and $3.00
for junior (pebble pups).

Membership is from September to September.

Non member subscription tbhe Mountain Gem
is $15.00per year. Donations are tax deductible.

The Mountain GerBtaff: Editor, Linda Behr;
Assistants: Elizabeth Jones, Ray Behr and

Sharon John.

Articles written by members of our club may be bor-
rowed provided credit is given to the author dine
Mountain Gem.

.
t he o\r“

O

The Franklin Gem and Mineral

Museum
25 Phillips Street
Franklin, NC 28734
Phone: 828697831

In the Old Jail House
FREE ADMISSION
May 1- October 31
Monday Thru Saturdayl2 p.m4 p.m.
November I April 30:
Only Saturdays: 12 p.m4 p.m.
Open Year Round For Tours
And Special Requests
www.fgmm.org




20162011 Officers And
Board Of Directors

President Tom Sterrett 3493774
Vice President Wally Smith 3697695
Secretary Sharon John 3690161
Treasurer Marie Tsacrios 3695791
Assistant TreasurerMichelle Loewy 3493483
Director (2012) Linda Smith 342-8288
Director (2012) Marty Martinez 3494671
Director (2011) Fred Plesner 3494224

Director (2011) Arlon Eldridge 3695271

American Federation

++++++ Bulletin Awards

Museum Managers 1994 (), 1995 (29,

1996 (29, 1997 (),

*Museum Manager Ray Behr 3490827 1998 (%), 1999 (%),

Museum Ass Ot . GahgQaetano 3697697 2000 (%"), 2004 (),

**Curator Mary Bedrick 3491696 2005 (gd) 2006 (1(151)
Curator Ass 0t SharonJohn 3690161

**Gift Shop. Doris Smith 3697695 2008 (5th) 20010(3
Assb6t . Gi ft SEliagbeth Jones3493877
Museum Workshop Wally Smith 3697695

Ass 6t . Wor ks hdopnHshes . 5248062

Calendar Chairman OPEN
** VVoting members on the Board /\

20162011
Committee Chairmen

Budget & Finance Marie Tsacrios 3695791
Michelle Loewy 3493483

BULLETIN AWARD \

Constitution/By Laws Joe Nicoletti 941-416550

Door Prizes Dean Plesner 3494224

Education Diane Aiello 371-2436

Field Trips John Hayes 5248062 )
Gemboree Jack Jungles 3696664 Southeast Federation
Gembor ee A &redPlesner 3494224 Bulletin Awards
Historian Sharon John 3690161 1976, 77, 78, 79, 92, 94, 95
Librarian Dean Plesner 3494224 199699 (15‘)
Membership Linda Behr 3490827 2003 29New Editor
**Pyblications Linda Behr 3490827 2004 (Qd)’ 2005 (2d)
Publicity Fred Plesner 3494224 3

Programs Linda Smith 342-8288 2006 (2%)102(%%8 (gd)’
Refreshments Frances Martinelli 3499182

Scholarships Jean Emerson 8282937784

** \/oting members on the Board

American Federation (AFMSyww.amfed.org
Southeast Federation (SFM8ww.amfed.org/sfms
Franklin Gem Museum and Societyww.fgmm.org

Email for the Society idranklingemsociety@fastmail.fm



http://www.amfed.org
http://www.amfed.org/sfms
http://www.fgmm.org
mailto:franklingemsociety@fastmail.fm
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General Meeting

Date: June 30, 2011

Time: 6:30 p.m.

Day: Thursday

Where: Community Center
on 441 South

Program:

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Bring a snack and toping to share.

July

21 Fred Plesner

47 Ina Raye Muncher
51 Lee Burley @ﬂ

81 Marty Martinez O@ ‘
151 Rhoda Haber %

167 Sonja Eldridge 0 Q@
167 Sharon John

167 Albert Moccia

1871 Marilyn Kolle

July N‘niversau'ie.‘~

2371 John & Michelle Loewy

A

Presi dent

%:, <
A b

Tom Sterrett,

Ah, the smells of summer! We've had a mild start
to our year, but things are improving. Heating and
Air Units are being fixed at the museum, repairs are
being finished, and people are starting their vaca-
tions, and coming in to our museum. Our Hosts have
fun with our visitors, so won't you join them in the
fun too? Sign up for Hosting at the Museum (Helpful
Guides available!). This is your club's museum, your
Community's museum. People come to Franklin be-
cause of our museums, our Mining, our Hiking, our
Fishing, and camping; the Mountain Experience!
The July show is fast approaching, so we will need
volunteer's efMass! Dealers Dinner, Geshow,
Museum, Group Tours, Etc! Etc!

Also this year, we need neBoard Membersto
head up our Club! Be thinking of good candidates
for our officers. Submit nominations OR your name
to a board member. Won't you volunteer for a posi-
tion today?

June is fun month with our ice cream social. Do
you have any old pictures for Linda Smith to display
on the fAbig screenod
email to her as soon as possible so that she can copy
them onto her memory stick for showing.

Our July meeting is our Tour of Mines in Brazil,
presented by our own cluhembers, Arlon Eldridge
and Marty Martinez. Hope you can join us!

July is our Big Gemboree, 281, we will need
hosts. Signup sheet will be at the June and July
meetings.

In August, Kim Cochran comes, entertains, and
educates our club members. He's always fun to listen
to and has great quizzes also! Plus think about the
door prizes that he donates when he visits.

September Meeting is our Installation Banquet of
Officers.

| hope to see new faces soon, and as always,

Rock on!

MAY SIGN-IN MUSEUM VISITORS WERE:
ADULTS 212
STUDENTS 45

during
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The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc. The Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin, NC, Inc.
Board Meeting of May 24, 2011 General Meeting of May 26, 2011

Fred Plesnermoderated the meeting fdom Sterrett,

r meeting sparsely attended because of the weather.
Members present were 13, with no guests.

Tr eas ur e rAdtctal ifteme off $449.31, total ex-
penses of $1,019.37, giving us a deficit of $570.06.
Museum ReportRay Behr reported that we need extra

The May 2011 Board of Directors meeting Wa%
called to order by Presidefibm Sterrett at 6:35 p.m. U
in the Museum meeting room.

Present wereTom Sterrett, Marty Martinez,
Fred Plesner, Ray Behr, Linda Behr, Marie
Tsacrios, Arlon EIdridge, andSharon John. hosts for Tartan Day (June 18).

Treasurers Reportarie Tsacrios reported that We  cheat sheetfor hosting are available. You might just

had a total income of $449.31, total expenses @b something new by looking over them.

$1,019.37, giving us a deficit of $570.06. As an interesting side notRay accepted donation of
Museum ManaqerRay Behr said he would like to 20 year s of mi ni n g_| rB(‘p ec® M ins tf
clear out all the old Lapidary magazines that are storgfrubies and sapphires. Also a momentous event, we had

in the meeting room so that the cabinet can be used @ daughter of the former owner of the Glass Barn, which

storage. was located on South 441, | believe, come in and wanted
Tartan Dayis June 18th and we willneedextra s omeone to appraise her mot he
volunteers at the Museum. ferred to Fred Plesner.

Gift Shop: Doris Smith needs an assistant gift shop Dean Plesney library manager, says that we have
manager. | know there must be a member out thér®00 copies of Lapidary Journal, so come get them before

that can help Dor it is not a hard job! we donate them to fAFriends of
Because of lack of participation, our craft night wilfave them free for educational purposes. They can be
be suspended indefinitely. found in the meeting room in the cabinet under the win-

Programs:June will be out Ice Cream Social. In JuIy?'OW- . ,

Arlon Eldridge andMarty Martinez will be giving a Next montho6s program will be
presentation orGems from BrazilFor August.Kim _Amerlcan ProfllegndWNC Magazinewill also feature

Cochran will be back again for some mind bogglingart'cIes about Frankiin.

.- John Hayesreported there is a field trip, July"9to
facts for us and probably another test. September VK”IalrbIe, NC to search for staurlite crystals. This is our time
be thelnstallation Banquet.

L to host the Southeast Federation Mineralogical Society
Publicity: Fred Plesner reported that, he talked toﬁixie Mineral Council field trip. There will be rock swap
Betty Tanner from the State of Franklin. Even thou ong with the field trip. This will be river digging, so be

their budget will be cut 50%, it will not affeétenry  gyre to dress accordingly. (Refer to page 11.)

Stelline working for us. John Hayespresentedean Plesnemwith a facet-

Diane Aiello, Fred PlesnerandRay Behrare ing certificate, making a raf
being interviewed by Gordon Mercer on Saturday aJ & B Scotch bottle (9.7 carats).
our local radio station. John Hayesalso made the following proposition. The

Fred is going to give a talk to the Daughters of thelub has six members who facet and we need six more to
ConfederacyDella Samuelwas interviewed for the be viable. Members would fashion at least one stone a year
WNC magazine. for door prizes.

The Board voted to give two $500.00 scholarships There are two $500 scholarships recipients. The Board
this year; one toAlanna Weir and one toKlara Voted to give two $500.00 scholarships this year; one to
Ledford. Alanda Weir and one tdlara Ledford.

Education:Diane Aiello reported that there will be 23 Diane Aieloneeds ftour guideso fo
students coming to the museum on Juri® 4s andJuly. Please call her to volunteer!
usuad hosts are needed. We need a staffing coordinator for the museum. Step

Meeting adjourned at 8 p.m. up, peoplé i_t 6s fun to be involved,
at the same time.

Door prize winnersGary Gaetano, Fred Plesner,

Rex Larkin andDiane Aiello.
Our auction results are unavailable at this time.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sharon John, Secretary

Respectfully submitted,

Rex Larkin for Secretary Sharon John
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Dean Plesnerodéds cut stones
Hayesdé faceting cl ass.
The green one is being donated to the Tartan
Museum on Tartanbés Day for
fund raiser.

Apologies to Al Pribble for
the missing picture of him
and his beautiful jewelry.

Linda, editor

Diane Aiello showing the beautiful
pieces from her recent fv

ture cl asso at Wil

Linda Behr displaying some of her

seed bead work.

Dean Plesner with her three faceted stones.

am F
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Dean Plesner with her certifi-
cate of Achievement for com-
pleting a faceting class given
by John Hayes

Pictured is Fred Plesner with
cut and uncut Victoria stones.
Fred generously allowed mem-
bers to choose a Victoria Stone
to keep. YAH!!!
He also gave the history of thi
stone and where to find it in
October on auction.

Julyds newsletter_deadl i ne i.S
July 5th. On Identification
(author unknown)
|l 6ve | ooked intjo
And | 6ve memori fged
& |l 6ve even paid PpPana
But when itods Jal

| still scratch my head,
And sit here and wondér
i What i's it?hp
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Who Supplied the Hacksaw Blade?
By Fred Plesner, Archivist for the
Franklin Gem & Mineral Museum

According to Macon County Sheriff, J. Harry
Thomas, a former resident of this county, Bennie
Queen, had been charged with both abandonment and
automobile theft. | will have to take the sheriff's word
about the charge of abandonment because an examina-
tion of the jail logs list's only the charge of automobile
theft. The jail logs also state that Bennie Queen was a
31 year old white male who had been arrested only
after a warrant had been issued for his arrest.

Bennie Queen was committed to the Macon County
Jail on January 25, 1952 and escaped into the black-
ness of a cold damp night on February 8, 1952.

Evidently Bennie Queen had many friends because
Sheriff Thomas stated that he had several visitors at
the jail and that apparently someone had slipped him a
hacksaw blade. Bennie Queen then picked the lock on
his cell door and made his way to the window above
the jail kitchen and went to work with his hacksaw
blade. The window he chose would be the window in
the upstairs bathroom area above our present day
Indian artifacts room. Now as to how or with what
Bennie Queen used to pick the lock on his cell door
will have to remain a mystery because it was never
publicly explained.

According to Sheriff Thomas, our escapee then
made his way to the home
where he then convinced the driver that his car had
broken down and that he wished to hire his cab for a
trip to Sylva. From Sylva he was traced to Knoxville,
Tennessee. From Knoxville he somehow made his
way to Detroit, Michigan where he was picked up and
held by the Detroit Police Department.

Bennie Queen was returned to Franklin, North
Carolina on February 16, 1952 where he was then
charged with escape and then transferred to the
Haywood County Jail and held for the April Session of
the Superior Court. Bennie Queen's trip from Macon
County to Detroit to Macon County to Haywood
County in one week certainly provided a lot of travel
experience in a short amount of time.

Attributions: The Franklin Press &

The Highlands Maconia(February 14, 1952)
Macon County Jail Log Book (1952)

JuLY &Hl

MAICLos cam

Member News

Tommy andElena

Ma r s dadghter, Honey,
visited in April from Mis-
soula, Mont. and they will
be going there in June to
visit her.

2

Joeandlna Raye Muncherjust celebrated their
55" wedding anniversary. What an inspiration to
us all.

Jacob Sterrettjust graduated from eighth grade.
Jacob received many awards from his teachers
and the schoolCongratulations, Jacob!

Congratulations to the new owners of the Mason
Mine in BurningtownMr. & Mrs. Al Klatt,
Jr.11

We are so happy thdackie Loewyis doing so
much butter. We were all so worried about our
little sunbeam.

Ray andLinda Behr made a trip to Bonne
Terre, Missouri to visit with their son and daugh-
terin-law, who are expecting their first child in

SMouUst p o

Li nda S memisquite sidk so Linda has
been spending a good deal of time with her. Poor
Tom and sons are fending on their own.

townds taxi

Dennis Bernardhad to return to Florida. His
roommate passed away unexpectedly.

Humor

Via the Internet ,

| used to have a handle on life,
but it broke.

Don't take life too seriously; No
one gets out alive.

You're just jealous because the
voices only talk to me.

I'm not a complete idiot Some parts are just
missing.

Out of my mind. Back in five minutes.

dri ver
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Coming Shows

July

15178 CENTERVILLE, TENNESSEE: 38t h annual show, AMi ddl e Tennessee Ger
grounds; Fri. 165, Sat. 186, Sun 165; contact Dick Dixon Dick Dixon; (304) 826421

16-170 CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA: Show; Intergalactic Bead & Jewelry Shows; Metrolina Tradeshow Bigo. B,

7100 Statesville Rd.; Sat. -B) Sun. 165; dealers, precious and semiprecious gemstone beads, sterling silver, findingstéeshw
pearls, handlown glass beads, vintage beads, crystals, demonstrations, jewelry classes; contact Angela,-6288); eptail:
angela.couch@beadshows.com; Web site: www.beadshows.com

22-246 BOONE, NORTH CAROLINA: 17t h annual show, AHIi gh Country Bead, C
The Earth Gem & Jewelry Shows; National Guard Armory, 274 Hunting Hills Ln. (near the hospital)-&riSan 166, Sun. 115;
adults $2 (day ticket), children under 16 free; jewelry makers, U.S. goldsmiths and silversmiths, repairs while you wagtegiem
wire wrap, wire sculpture, pearls, stone beads, stone setting, amber, opal, mineral and fossil dealers, door prizes; goamdqbr
Van Wimmer Sr., 5273 Bradshaw Rd., Salem, VA 24153, (54006884 ; email: van@toteshows.com; Web site:
www.toteshows.com

28-310 FRANKLIN, NORTH CAROLINA: Retail show; Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin; Macon County Community
Bldg., 1288 Georgia Rd.; Thu. 8) Fri. 106, Sat. 166, Sun. 134; adults $3, seniors and students $2, children 12 and uege
minerals, beads, handcrafted jewelry, rough and cut stones, lapidary equipment, demonstrations, door prizes, gold and §ilver
jewelry, findings, jewelry repairs and mounting; contact Linda Harbuck, 425 Porter St., Franklin, NC 28734, (STBBR36

mail: lindah@franklinchamber.com; Web site: www.visitfranklinnc.com

Mid -Summer Madness By Laws

The following amendments to the club-layvs are proposed for the year beginnin
2011.

1. Members will be expelled from the club for throwing rocks at board member:
even if provoked.

2. All members must attend at least two meetings per year or their membershiy
be terminated.

. All members must buy the newsletter editor at least one drink per year or they may be satirized.

. All members must catch sight of the president at least once per year, or forever hold their peace.

. Field trip leaders will be expelled from the club if they lead trips to where there is no place to pee.

. Members will be expelled from the club if they complain about anything. Yes, you-teagitthing!

. All members must go on at least two field trips per year or their membership shall be suspended.

. Members will no longer receive the newsletter if they complain about the editor's sense of humor.

. Members will not receive the newsletter if they disagree with the editor's politics. At least two of the
above amendments to the-layvs are being considered seriously by the board. Your problem is to guess
which two and comply with them.

©O©ooO~NOOTLh~ W

Via Internet



